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SUBJECT :PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS: WASHINGTON ACTIVITIES 
FOR BELL FROM WYROUGH 

I 

THIS IS MESSAGE NO. 7 FROM THE DEPARTMENT RESPECTING 
SEPTEMBER 1975 NEGOTIATING ROUND. 

n. 

1. H REPORTS THAT GIVEN CLOSE VOTE YESTERDAY IN SENATE- 
HOUSE CONFERENCE, OUTLOOK FOR HOUSE APPROVAL OF THE CON- 
FERENCE ADOPTED LANGUAGE IS STILL UNCERTAIN. MAJOR LOB- 
BYING EFFORT CONTINUES. 

2. I HAD A USEFUL MEETING WITH RON NESSEN AND STEVE LOW 
ON 10/2. NESSEN WAS ATTENTIVE TO OUR BRIEFING ON THE 
NEGOTIATIONS AND ASKED FOR BACKGROUND MATERIALS WHICH WE 
WILL PROVIDE. HE NOTED POLITICAL SENSITIVITY OF CANAL 
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QUESTION AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT IT WOULD NOT BECOME AN 
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ELECTION ISSUE. BECAUSE OF CONSERVATIVE FEELINGS, NESSEN 
PREFERS THAT WHITE HOUSE SAY AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE PUB- 
LICLY ABOUT NEGOTIATION AND THAT DEPARTMENT HANDLE ISSUE 
WITH PRESS TO EXTENT POSSIBLE. 

3. ON OCTOBER 2, ROGERS AND RYAN AND FIRFER MET WITH 
ADELAIDE AND RICHARD EISENMAN TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION 

FOR EISENMAN EFFORTS REGARDING SNYDER AMENDMENT. MEETING 
LASTED AN HOUR WITH ROGERS THERE ABOUT 30 MINUTES. 

EISENMAN REQUESTED STATE DEPARTMENT ROOM FOR MEETING WITH 
BUSINESSMEN INTERESTED IN FURTHER INFORMATION ON NEGOTI- 
ATION AND RYAN DIRECTED THAT WE MAKE ARRANGEMENTS. 
CONCERNING EISENMAN'S IDEA OF ACADEMIC SEMINARS IN KEY 
STATES. ROGERS AND RYAN SUGGESTED THEY TRY PILOT SEMINAR 
WITH LOCAL UNIVERSITIES. (EISENMAN INFORMED FIRFER THIS 
MORNING THAT HE WAS HOPING TO MERGE BOTH IDEAS FOR A 
MEETING SOMETIME IN LATE OCTOBER.) EISENMANS ALSO MADE 
PLEA FOR FUNDS TO PAY FOR REPRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS 
NEEDED TO CONTINUE THEIR EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS BUT RECEIVED 
NO FIRM RESPONSE. 

4. AMBASSADOR BUNKER WILL ATTEND THE PANAMA CANAL BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS MEETING TOMORROW MORNING (OCTOBER 4) AND 
WILL REVIEW THE STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS AND OTHER DEVELOP- 
MENTS WHICH HAVE OCCURRED SINCE YOU MET WITH THE BOARD IN 
JULY (I WILL ACCOMPANY). 

5. AMBASSADOR BUNKER DISCUSSED TREATY NEGOTIATIONS AT 
OPEN FORUM ON OCTOBER 1 . AUDIENCE WAS LARGE AND RE- 
MARKS WERE WELL RECEIVED. THE AMBASSADOR WILL MEET MON- 
DAY THE 6TH WITH 20 EDITORIAL WRITERS FROM MAJOR US PAPERS 
FOR BACKGROUNDER ON THE NEGOTIATIONS. I REPRESENTED THE 
AMBASSADOR IN A TALK THIS AFTERNOON BEFORE ABOUT 120 
MEMBERS OF THE DEFENSE ORIENTATION CONFERENCE ASSOCIATION 
AT THE SHOREHAM. 

6. FOR YOUR INFORMATION, AMBASSADOR BUNKER WILL BE IN 
NEW YORK FOR THE FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION MEETING AT 
5:00 P.M. OCTOBER 9 AND PLANS A VISIT TO VERMONT FROM 
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OCTOBER 10TH - 13TH. 

7. THE AMBASSADOR MET WITH GENERAL DOLVIN THIS AFTERNOON. 

I WILL REPORT SEPARATELY ON THIS MEETING. KISSINGER 
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